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FROM THE SECRETARY

A message from

the secretarv.

B.M. Farzan

SECRETARY, JMA UK

“Preserving these
memories and sharing
them with future
generations is essential (o
protecting our history,
heritage and identity.”

THE 6TH EDITION

Led by our younger generation -
November 2026

03

Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,
My dear [MA UK members, brothers and sisters,

Newsletter. | am particularly delighted that this edition is led by our younger gen-
eration, reflecting their enthusiasm, creativity and commitment to keeping our
community connected through this electronic medium.

20101990 ...

One of the key topics in this edition is 30 October 1990, the day of the ethnic
cleansing of Muslims from Jaffna, Sri Lanka. We remember the painful experi-
ences, hardships and challenges faced by our families. Preserving these
memories and sharing them with future generations is essential to protect-

I t gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 6th edition of our JMA UK

ing our history, heritage and identity.

This newsletter also highlights the planning and organisation of our Annual Family
Gathering 2026, along with feedback on its successes, challenges and areas for im-
provement. Through face-to-face meetings, open discussions and collective efforts,
we worked together to overcome difficulties and identify better ways forward.

My heartfelt appreciation goes to all current and past Executive Committee mem-
bers and the wider community for their valuable contributions and support. Every
effort, whether through time, advice, resources or voluntary service, has helped
strengthen our association.

We are also pleased to recognise our project leaders for their dedication and suc-
cessful completion of projects. The Youth Corner provides another valuable plat-
form to encourage young talent, creativity and active participation in community
development.

Let us continue strengthening our unity, sharing our knowledge and working to-
gether for the betterment of our society. | sincerely hope this newsletter will
provide useful information, meaningful messages and inspiration to our community.

Finally, my sincere thanks to our youth editorial team, contributors and everyone
who made this sixth edition possible.

May Almighty Allah bless our efforts and guide JMA UK towards a brighter future.

With sincere regards,

B.M. Farzan

SECRETARY, JMA UK Jazakum Allahu Khairan.

elng NEXT: THE DAY WE WERE TOLD TO LEAVE -



REMEMBRANCE 30 OCTOBER

ILLUSTRATION (AI-GENERATED) - NOT A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE EVENTS

30.10.1990 @618 g &) HFILIL| HITGIT

On the morning of 30 October 1990, the Muslims of Jaffha were given two hours to

leave.

Thirty-six years on, we remember the day, the people, and the homes they left behind.

2 hours 14844 ~72,000

THE TIME JAFFNA'S MUSLIMS WERE GIVEN MUSLIMS IN JAFFNA, 1981 CENSUS MUSLIMS EXPELLED FROM THE NORTHERN
PROVINCE

04 NEXT: WHAT REALLY HAPPENED -
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30 OCTOBER 1990

The day we were

told to leave

Every year on 30 October, Jaffna Muslims around the world
remember the day an entire community was forced from

its homes.

E arly on the morning of 30
October 1990, the LTTE

ordered the Muslims of Jaffha to
gather at Osmania College. There
they were told to leave the penin-
sula within two hours. They could
take little more than the clothes
they wore and a small sum of
moneuy.

Within hours, the entire Muslim
community of Jaffna had gone.
Families left behind homes, shops,
land, mosques and the graves of
their parents. Across the Northern
Province, around 72,000 Muslims
were driven out in the same days
of October 1990, from Mannar,
Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Vavuniya and
Mullaitivu.

WATCH OUR REMEMBRANCE FILM

Never forgotlen.

Most of those expelled made their
way to Puttalam District, where
many families lived in temporary
settlements for years. Others re-
built their lives across Sri Lanka
and overseas, including here in the
United Kingdom.

In 2002, the LTTE'S Anton
Balasingham called the expulsion
a “political blunder” that could not
be justified. After the war ended in
2009, the road home slowly re-
opened, but return has been
gradual and, for many, incomplete.

We remember not to reopen
wounds, but so that this history is
known, especially by a generation
born far from Jaffna. Our elders
carried this day with dignity. It is
now ours to carry, and to pass on.

Made for the 30 October remembrance. Scan the code, or visit

youtube.com/watch?v=1p40G25mJa8

Figures: Sri Lanka 1981 Census; widely reported accounts of the October 1990 expulsion.
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REMEMBRANCE

TIMELINE

1981

Census records 14,844 Muslims living
in Jaffna.

30.10.1990

Jaffna's Muslims are given two hours
to leave.

1990s

Displaced families settle in Puttalam
and beyond; many later move
overseas.

2002

JMA UK is founded by Jaffha Muslims
living in the UK. The LTTE calls the
expulsion a “political blunder”.

2009

The war ends and return to the north
slowly begins.

2026

Thirty-six years on, we remember.

NEXT: A POEM FOR THE DAY -



REMEMBRANCE

A POEM FOR THE DAY

@ 601 B-T@@ > Iﬂ LIL] TbIToIT 4y Cleansing Day,

30 6p&GLITLIT 2026

SICTTHSH60T 2 &5 &l6oTLd

16T m&&6Tfl60T Corl 6mL_ Hl6oTLd
&160TLIMISETT60T 626V HleoTLD
SIS 6T HlemeoTey] SHl6oTLb...

GUT(LPLDGUGEHT LOMEUIT Fl6oTLD
eumpellwelley G& Ty gleoTLd

GUMTLDEY &6060T Gleum|& & &56oTLD
GUMLPE6M & UTN60I60T (1S MTem6VHS Fl6oTLD...

LIen&HemLoull6T @ F&F FHeoTld
LUFGHF WU HledTm &HleoTLd
DD Sl Heorid

B FH6l6VL_(HLb FlgHMIw &leoTLd

LIGUHITMTe0oT(h) 6UMLPIHS @QL_LD
LI6V[Bl60)60T6Y| &6061T &FLOHS @)L LD
LILD6®LDS6IT LI6L LIS HS @)L LD
LIGr6®LOWIT6oT LD eUFLILNL LD...

STWTU GFWTUI LN65600T hHe6m )
ST 2 flemwemil LIM&H615 b 53]
gL 1q GleueMGwm Gl&FuISH6oTCIy

I JFLD HITL LG 60)6UH60TG]...

&5 GLHeMS LD CHmerflev Gl mmhigs
MEHSHSHMHIGHEVMU UGWITSHISHLI GlLIHGMTI

em&UT6L GleumILd @)(HHITMI erhLITU|L_65T
em&alifl Cameuomul eyl 1qeorCry...

06

remembered in verse

LUTHFLI L6 &61Tl60T 6U6dTLOS S M6V
LIMeULILIL L [BLOLDGUT] 2 6L _6DLO&HED6TT
G MWTLY Cl&HTEITeM6IT B{1q8&H60TGT
GLPFAUN6TTEL Cl&THemS 6le16sTMEOTEIT

SLOIP(HL63T Qemeoor (hGs UMLPHESTLD

HLDSL 1966V 6p60T6CIM6TT 2 636TGLTLD
FH6oTLMflIGev GHmMerIGev FTUIHGEHTLD

& 6016011 fleeuT B{60TL|L_GeoT LNem6ooT HESH LD

GUT6VITM)|&6TT LO6DOT(h) 62 (HE65TM S|
eUTELTHMIS SHUMISEIT L{evLILI(H&6eTm &I
6U(h&&HEM6ITWIG] GHTLISLD G1FUIS6T DS
6U(HLD Hemevulleon(hd @) SMLN&EITME]. .

QeolleupLd &TeuLd G1&FLH&8 Gerevor(hLd
@eoName BIT(LPLD 61e2melldh e Geveor(hLD
QL HSHEM6EUSHEMEIT LD6TTSI6V 588

@ 6m6TT(EHTHEM6IT (P6dTGesT HM Gerevoar(hiLb. ..

WML FeLpssLd Lerm Ceuesst(hLb
WITpLILImessT(LpLD L6ty Gevevor(hLb
L16ooTLIL_L_ [FLD LIMFLOLIflwLh
LITeosfl GLIMMM 6oMis GeessT(hlLD...

— Sironmany —

F M Rozaan

NEXT: THE SORROW NOT YET ENDED -
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AN ESSAY - @6 sL ey

REMEMBRANCE - s_@er

(PLILISSTDT6UZH] 6(THL_(LPLD
QeTERILD (LPLGEMITS SHIWT(LPLD

The thirty-sixth year, and a sorrow not yet ended

Yarl Azeem wmp jerSid

@\b3 LD6DOT 6TMHIS6IT 6T C\FTHS LDEDOT — @) & 60T
6TEVED6EV WM &TE00TGL_60Td 6)FT6EdT6oTEUGDT
@\bS LDGTOT 6TMHIZHEM6IT 63T LDETET
6TLOSEL_LOGLEm6L 6TEHTG)MEUGST 6 FTEETEOTEUGET

19901b 2 605T(h) 6p&CLTLI Lo @MISluilev
GUL_LDIT&TEDDT (LPETVESILD&EIT HLOG] STWIS
LoevoTenflal(Hb &1 CeuCrm(h LNHikis aiFliLL L eng
(pedTenflL(h) &6l Eh(HLd, GLIFTA W (HLOmesT &.
FeUCHFSHTLD DeUTSH6ITTeV 6T(LPSLILIL L SHelemag uilest
Flov aufl&HGerm Bjemal.

QUL LSS ([BHGI (PevellbaseiT GlaueMGubHmLiLL (h
(PLILISSTD] 6)(HLBISHETTSIL|LD, @)6dTen)|Ld
(PULPE®LOWITS LB6IT &HLGEWMHMLD GIFWILILILIL TGV &)
(LS TLDSETTI6L QUM(LPLD D{eU6VLD CIGTL MG 6TedTLICS,
SFLILIT6OT 2 650T6mLD. Flov B THFWLAUTHH6TTeYILD, Hl6v
@eoTeUTS HHSH6m60T G1HTEOoTL 2 W NJ&F

3P ST SHETTILD @)D LO&S6IT LMD MITHS MU
LDGOTLILITEOTEMLOU|L 63T 69818 & LILI(HNS6TM Hlemev
QedTEn)ILD & TEvoTLILI(h6U S G6)SHE060TE G IS TG LD.

AUL_LJ6V (p61u6elld |8 H G616t LB6TT @1 CWhHmdhemnsd
SHILILSE (PSS STF6ssi TS D{eMLDeUZFH] SITLD
eumpLd LNFCs a5 H1efl(Bhgl UM G L Ligle|senerr
T551F 6 FIg il (h errd G IqEWwmILD raul L Gslev
LS| ClFu1g)] C\&meiTerr Couevst(hb, @Iqbhg| HenshHe
S|6UETL 1G60 GUTLY CoEBHT(HILD 6TEOTLIGILDITGLD.

61T GLCWDHMEHDS HHSHEGLD ChTE35 L 60T

2 (HEUTSSLILI(HILD @)6)6UTDT6sT @M)I& LMot FL L
SILLBISEHD, SHILLLOL (H swTflésiu(hLb
BILIH&H6m60T GTHLD G1GTL_(THLD 616D GUL L6V (LPeTVeSILD
318 B &6Tfl6oT L6 @LqCWMHMLD 6TeUITD)]
FTSHSHWLOMGLD?

07 Q 5/19

Shem S WT CHTEGIMemLOF Frlohd LOGTOT
STWTfesT IquGev FTUlbd LO6BET
LbS14SHCHTIq BTLD gaUlfhd L063IT - SHLOILD
Umqujb GUuLb ITLPHS LDEDST

From a poem by Professor C. Sivasegaram, written after the October 1990 expulsion.

1990 6p&GL_TLIl6L GUL_L|6V (LP6TV6VILDS6IT

@ eoTEFF SR SLIL| QFUIWLILIL (B, F&56V GILIM(IHL&HETHLD
GlameiTemaemwig & aLILIL () GleueflCwdHmLiL L
FlbLeallb 2 eueMIhs ailLwib. QG HEI HS7HEI GLimesT
S|DLD&SEIT euUTLPHS (b, STevoll 2 M LILISH LD,
(petTeTf &GUIBHSHSHSTET eUTEHGLILIF6,
AemEUSHEIT WTeLD @) (HE G LD CLITE] @IDLO&SET STUlsH
LD6DoT603116L GUTLDIHS 2 fleminemul BlemLN&:& GeublmedTeor
B TTLD Gerewot(hLb?

OeoTFFSHIHHLILIS G 26TemTTEHELILIL (h), FH6V
CFTHGI58EHLD LIM(PHev GlFuwwiLiL (h QLS|
QU(HL_raI&6TflesT LN6oT L561TS &1q CUImILD 1L L6V
(LP6eNVSILD&ETHE G LD, 2, 3 QU(HL (GHMISIW &HT6V
@Lb6ILIWTe 8@ LNeT Lemd@G1qCwmib SLilp
LD&8(6THEGLD 6G1T BILIHSHEME0TSHEm6IT QilFILILIG)
6T6UAIEM&UT6L HIWITWILDTEGLD?

696UGIUM(H 6U(HL(LPLD @eUUTD)| [H6D60T6Y Far 6
NUFIWILDS T6OTT? @)SH60TTEV 6T63T60T LIWIGHT 6T60TE Flovif
&6oT6Y| S 60T MO If.

(1) BLOD LOS&SHEIT BI6)TSHETHS G NeMLNSSLILIL L

& T(HeMLOSEHE S, 6THTTS 87 7D6m6V S6V6MJHEISEM6TT
BlemeoTe) Falfeugl HIWmWGLT, CHELIMeL
6TLD& &S TT6oT 6p&GLMLIT 1990 @evTd 85 F)&ifLIemL
BTLD 1606076 SarfeUGILD BIWITUI(LPLD 6TLOG]

2 flemLOW|LDTG)LD.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF -
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REMEMBRANCE - wryp 9jebib

“LD&:&6IT HL0G| UTeLTHemD (PGKISHI6L FrinbhS

621600T650TGLD (LP6ITG6ITTEH & & 6)FeLh 63T M6OTI.”

“People move forward carrying their history on their backs.”- Allama Igbal

(2) “LD&:&6IT HLOGI QUTELTHENM (LPFHISHIEL &0 S
GUGBITGEOTGLD (LPGOTG6DTTE & & G F6VE5) 60T MEDTIT” GTEOT I
LT &8 &ailEh {6L6VTLDT @& LIM6L. BITLD HMHM
LITL_MI&H6m6TTW| LD, LILGLILT 6560786061 LD,

QUTELITHEM MUILD E)EUGUTMITEDT [516060T6Y| FnJ6UV CLHGVLD
6TLDG] @66 FHHH &) 6T(h5HFH15 oM Cer6vsTIGUIZILD,
Lgley GlFuIw CeevoTIqUIGID BHLOGI GUTELTHMIS
&HL_6DLOWIMTGLD.

(3) 6TLD& G @OPSHSLILIL L eUFeuTHMIS HICTTHSNS
BleD6ETTEY Far[J6USHEOT PLPGULDTS, 6TLOSE) @emLP&HSLILIL L
SBB 5@ 6THTTS BITLD LO6IT 6T(LpFH GlLim Careusr(hlLb
6T6oTm NI |evoTEFem W 6JHLI(h & GI6US DG LD
@6UTMTEOT BHlem60T6Y Farlf6L U WILDTGLD.
Ble060TEY FaJ6LTETS| 69&HCLTLIT (PLILIGIL 65T

Blem D&MD MTYILD, 6TLDG] 6T(LPE & & & M6esT
&H6V[HGI6MT WML 6VSGIHLD, ClFWMHMIL L HISEHLD GG TL Iy
G6U6DST(HILD 6T6ITLIENS 696)GIEUM(HEU(HLD 2 60T 6 GHIL_65T
QEwmLIL CeuessT(hb. QHS 2 600TFe LD 2 miHlu|Ld
6TLD&G)61T 6JHLILailevemev6lWenflev @b MHlemeoTey]
FaJ6llayILD TS LO6L6mI6L.

6T60TGEU Q& HeMSH W FHSFLILIS SV 6UL_LOTE T600T
STAWLUTHS6IT, FeLPHEFem6L [5MI6Y6DTHISHEIT, HEVEST
al(HLOLN&6TT, L|SSe8aN 61T 6p6dTn)emensrhg| @D

&S EHEHEG QeD&ESLILIHILD BSSHm6T erTTSILIS),
UrsLof, Qevniens Lo6sl& 2 flemLOS6IT B 656018 & (L)
AFCWTHE G ADWES([HEIGIL 60T, 36TTEILIS)
B,6600T G)(Lp O60T6M M) HEMLOLILIG D GLD, GLL LD T6s0T
(el &eriesT L6ITE G EW MM & G188 merT alCFL
SILL_BISEMETU|LD 2 (HeUTSHS (P HEFLILIGIL 60T, 6TLDS S,
QOLSSLILIL (H6ITeT BB Hem6rT FautsH s
LWL &SI &STET GaleneuehSIL L MhigeneIT ailifley]
L(hSHS CeressTiquIgILD STevHS60T &L L TWILDME)LD.

SL S LISG| ,600T(h & Eh & (YedT 27.09.2016 HeTm)
CrmiUTaiev eudf&&leoTm WTL (LPeiveliLb&6iT
G26sfeuTa 6L B|6MLOHE) (THEGHLD 8386 & W B T(HSH6TT

08

FHEMEVEDLOFCIFUIGLE QUGTTTS S G 6V

AT g he & EHL6oTTesT aNGFL &haILIGLITETen M
THUTH QFUHBHST]. GBS 5HALILND W
(Wpeelld Fews L LTS M SlaeiT FmyLilev GrmiGeuuilsv
cuf &G LD, CHTIG6U BT 2 6iTeeThITL & FemLI

2 MINILTN6BT(HLD, SHMTL 6L BjemLoLiLilest LFHLo
21,86VME S (HLOMEST T, L'l Bjesfeiv, WTLD (Peivellib&eit
56T G CWMHMS 6L 6T CBTHEGHLD FeUTELHEIT LIMH NI
allifleuna 6T1(hH31OTSSBHST.

GLoMLILG (LPEBTEIETT (DSBS LILIL L | & &LLTEULDTEsT

BL_ LG &M WTE0TE LIGVEEUM)| &T630TMHI&6ITT6L
CsTLFLILIL &606m6L 6T6ITLIG| SH6U6m6VE G W

Il WwGLD.

HITGOOTTLOGY GLITCEoTTIT, @6t ILN & flementd: S ment Sijey,
G\ FLDLO60DT Liem & @& L0 aleuss b CLimesTm el wimkigerflev
SLOD D& EETHLD, L|6VLDG)LIWIT SLOLD BI6DLOLIL|& 8 GTHLD
SI6UfEH6TG| LI TFHe060TaH6mn61T FeuCsHs
LWLIL(hSSHIaUS 60 SIS TLOMeoT Lik&erenLIg

G FWIGIRIHEUSG] WTeU(HLD SMIhs el WwGLD.

6T60TGAU SL_H& LI6L QU(HLBISHEITTE GG TLFLILIL TLO6V
all(HuL L (pwbHH &6, GLogy|LD Licv

LSS e &Hem6rTLd @)60r605T8 518615 M6v0T (h)
CSTLFEAWTS (P6dT6l6oT(h &1L Geve6nsT(hLD 6T6OTLIS)
S{EDEOTEUT G| 6TSFLIMFLILIMSGLD. 9,58 L [JeULDTE0T S| LD
LIWIG)|6TTEITSILOM6oT @ Wl L16ssf &6061T GLoMH6) & mensT (h)
LI6VT&I BedTLOGSLIemLIW|LD GlLMHmI e(HLb Jaffna Muslim
Association -UK {emLOLILITEOTS ], QUL L6V (LP6TV6elLb&6TT
GeueNCudHmLILIL L @b (LPLILISSTDTEUS] 62 (HL
Hleneore)| saelley SFLOMETLONS 2 MIF) LL6voT(h), 6TLOG)]
L0&&6TT L6TTGIGEW MM 6L 6T GB T EHLD
©)6OT6OTEVSHEMEITIL|LD, FOUTELHEMETU|LD FFeUCHF
wiL(hsgleudlev, 61w mH M mest L51&s
CFWMHLTCIL_TesTemnm CHTaas (LpedT6l6oT(h 515
C1F6LEUGCH LIWIGH)|GTTEITS T HEMLOU|LD.

— Yarl Azeem - wWITLH {6vSLd

NEXT: ONE FAMILY'S STORY -
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Her family had to leave a lifetime behind with

REMEMBRANCE - A FIRST-HAND FAMILY STORY

two hours

and S0p.

Words by Zaina Mohamed Fazil

A granddaughter’s reflection on 30 October 1990, written for the next generation of JMA UK.

hirty-six years ago, my father, grandparents,
T aunties and uncles were expelled from their
homes, leaving behind everything they had worked for
and built.

Black October: the ethnic cleansing of Sri Lankan
Muslims out of Jaffna by the LTTE.

Alhamdulillah, my father has now settled and is doing
well, but over 90% of the population are still suffering
from the injustices of this incident. He may have
settled, but no amount of stability at this stage can
erase the memories and suffering he faced in his own
homeland. | feel it is an obligation upon me to bring
awareness to this, as these are my roots and they
shape who | am.

Living here in the United Kingdom, it's easy to forget to
be grateful for all the privileges we have. Alhamdulillah
for everything. We can wake up every day and be sure
that we have a roof over our heads. We don't ever have
to think about what we would quickly grab if we were
kicked out of our homes and lifestyles on a random
Tuesday in October.

But my family did.

At around 10:30am on Tuesday 30 October 1990, they
heard the deafening sound of loudspeakers ordering
all the Muslims to leave their hometown in just two
hours. They were stripped of all their belongings and
gold, and were only allowed to carry 200 rupees, about
50p today. Only two hours and 50p.

10:30:m

THE LOUDSPEAKERS SOUND

09 @

2 hours

TO LEAVE A LIFETIME BEHIND

Rs 200

ALL THEY WERE ALLOWED TO CARRY

NEXT: THE QUESTIONS THEY CARRIED -
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0:30a esday 30 October 1990

“How do I say goodbye to the only home ['ve known
my entire life? What s going to happen next? Will [
even survive?” These are likely the questions and
anxieties that clouded their minds, and the minds
of all the others.

Whenever | meet my family in Sri Lanka, they share
their stories with me, and | would be lying if | said |
don't return from those conversations emotional, pon-
dering how much it affected them. Especially my
dadama, who tells me of the difficulty of leaving a
place she had known as home all her life, and moving
from city to city because of the expulsion.

It was unfair. It was unjust. It was absolutely brutal. But

my family made it, alhamdulillah.

And we are the
proud children of
Jattha Muslims

who 77107¢ than
survived a war.

Zaina Mohamed Fazil

10

W

o

Unfortunately, that's not something they can all say.
So many Sri Lankan Jaffna Muslims are still struggling
and suffering because of this horrid injustice. That's
why | believe it is essential that we raise awareness of
this incident and try our very best to support those af-
fected in every way we possibly can.

This is also your sign to hear the stories of your family
if you haven't done so already, and to spread aware-
ness to the best of your ability.

We are the next generation, and we are obliged to
show our support for them. It is our duty to show them
that their stories will be shared; to promise them that
they will not be forgotten.

NEXT: SO WHY DO WE REMEMBER? -



JMA UK - THE NEWSLETTER

Thirty-six years on, some still ask:

REMEMBRANCE - AN ESSAY

remember?

Why Must We Commemorate October 30—the Day of
Our Expulsion?

hirty-six years have passed since we were forcibly expelled from
our homeland. Yet, the wounds left behind by time remain unhealed.

From time to time, questions arise as to why we must commemorate the
mandatory expulsion of October 30, a dark stain on the history of the
LTTE. Some argue that this is past history and there is no need to dig it
up. Others claim that doing so will jeopardize inter-ethnic relations.

Why must the forced expulsion we endured be remembered
every October 307

01
We Must Know Our Roots and Heritage

| would like to share a brief incident to illustrate this.

Kurt Zadek Lewin, known as the father of modern social psychology, was
a Jew who migrated from Germany to the United States during World
War Il. He established a Jewish organization dedicated to the develop-
ment of Jewish education and put forward three key principles:

1. Arrangements must be made for every Jewish child to receive a
quality education.

2. Family security must be ensured.

3. They must mandatorily know about their heritage and religion.

The third point he highlighted is particularly noteworthy here. For a tree
to spread its branches and stand strong, its roots are essential.

Our roots are just like that—we must know about them.

Just as we know our parents and family lineage, we must know where we
came from and understand what happened to us.

1 Q-

Raheem Rajhi

AN ESSAY

FIVE REASONS

01

02

We must know our roots
and heritage

Our expulsion holds
many lessons for the
next generation

We have yet to receive
justice

Information regarding
our forced expulsion
could be distorted

Will it damage inter-
ethnic relations?

“For a tree to spread its
branches and stand
strong, its roots are
essential.”

CONTINUED OVERLEAF -



JMA UK - THE NEWSLETTER

02

Our Expulsion Holds Many Lessons for the
Next Generation

Prior to 1990, even many who lived in Jaffna did not know
that Muslims within the peninsula had been expelled mul-
tiple times. It was only when we were expelled in 1990 that
we realized forced expulsions had occurred several times
right within the peninsula itself. Had our parents, our com-
munity, our educational institutions, and our mosques re-
minded us of this history, perhaps the impact of the expul-
sion could have been mitigated to some extent. We might
have been prepared for it, and our community might have
given greater priority to education.

As Muslims, we never know where, when, or how a crisis will
strike us. However, forced expulsion is a reality that has per-
sisted from the time of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to
the present day. It occurred even centuries ago in modern
European history—in Spain. Regularly reminding our future
generations about this expulsion will enable them to pre-
pare themselves educationally.

03
We Have Yet to Receive Justice

When we were expelled, what we lost was not merely mov-
able and immovable property; we lost our youth, our educa-
tion, our native place, and all our memories. Today, by the
grace of Allah, many of us are in a good position, but have
we received justice for anything we lost? Until that justice is
served, if we do not recall the injustice committed against
us, who else will?

The Jewish community knows that if they stop commemor-
ating the Holocaust endured during World War Il, sympathy
toward them will diminish. Around 400 films and over
20,000 books have been produced about the Holocaust.
They commemorate January 27 every year as International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. How many films have been
released about the expulsion of Northern Muslims? How
many books have been published?

“As a Muslim, one can forgive what they did, but it cannot be

forgotten.”

e 10/19

REMEMBRANCE - RAHEEM RAJHI

04

Information Regarding Our Forced Expulsion
Could Be Distorted

If we stop recalling the injustice done to us—or its true
nature—the facts surrounding the expulsion will inevitably
be distorted. Even while those of us who experienced or dir-
ectly witnessed the forced expulsion are still alive, malicious
propaganda is being spread by politicians, journalists, and
writers claiming that Jaffna Muslims were expelled because
a few among them acted as military informants. If our chil-
dren lack adequate knowledge about this, false narratives
alleging that all Jaffna Muslims were expelled due to wrong-
doing could be spread in the future. Without this knowledge,
our children will be forced to believe what others assert. To
prevent this, they must be educated on the matter.
Commemorating October 30 is an integral part of this effort.

05
Will It Damage Inter-Ethnic Relations?

The assertion by some that this will harm relations with the
Tamil community is a foolish argument. The Tamil people
have protested for the disappeared, against genocide, and
even against the LTTE—did they stage a single protest any-
where when we were expelled from the North by the LTTE?
As a Muslim, one can forgive what they did, but it cannot be
forgotten. It is our duty to commemorate this day until com-
pensation is provided for the injustice done to us.

Organizations bearing the name of Jaffna Muslims can host
gatherings or organize peaceful rallies on this day. Those
with writing talents can commemorate it by writing articles,
poems, and plays. Those in the media sector can produce
short films, audio-visual memorials, audio dramas, and fea-
ture films about this day. Religious scholars can highlight
this during the final Jum'ah sermons of October.
Competitions can be organized for children and adults with
prizes awarded. This day can also be commemorated across
social media platforms.

Therefore, covering up the injustice done to us by our own
hands would be an injustice we commit against ourselves.

And Allah knows best.

- Raheem Rajhi

RAHEEM RAJHI
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More than 165 families. Over 600 people. Five countries. How a committee, a
campaigh and hundreds of helping hands delivered the biggest gathering in IMA

UK'’s history.

13 NEXT: HOW IT CAME TOGETHER -
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THE PROJECT

o 12/19

How we brought 600
people together

CELEBRATING PROJECT SUCCESS

165+

FAMILIES

GO0+

PEOPLE

very successful event starts

long before the day. For the

Annual Family Gathering 2026,
the groundwork was laid in in-per-
son committee meetings, including
one in East Ham in the run-up to the
event.

Then came the campaign. Alongside
WhatsApp messages, JMA ran its
most structured promotion yet: di-
gital posters, 3D animations, invita-
tion and reminder videos, profes-
sionally produced sponsor adverts,
online registration through Google
Forms, and an upgraded website
homepage. Members also delivered
printed invitations door to door in
East Ham, Luton, Leicester, Harrow
and beyond.

The response was the strongest JMA
has seen. More than 165 families re-
gistered, and over 600 people atten-
ded, travelling from across the UK
and from France, Germany,
Switzerland and Canada. Community

5 SHk+

COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTED

contributions towards the event ex-
ceeded £11,000.

On 19 September, a programme of
faith, family, sport and stage ran to
time. Zuhr and Asr were prayed in
congregation. Around 80 children
performed in the Children’s Talent
Show, which began at 11:45 and fin-
ished on schedule at 13:25. JMA held
its first-ever cricket tournament,
with six teams, alongside youth foot-
ball for the 7-10 and 11-16 age groups.

Not everything went to plan. Strong
winds and another event at the
venue meant some planned areas,
such as a Youth Corner and a Gents'
area, couldn't be built, and only two
of the four planned football age
groups could run. Those lessons are
already shaping next year's plan-
ning, Insha Allah.

The result is a gathering the com-
munity will talk about for years, and
a model for how JMA plans, pro-
motes and delivers its events.

80 6

CHILDREN ON STAGE CRICKET TEAMS

ANUAL

The welcome banner at the entrance on 19 September.

“Our aim was to nurture
and manage every moment
80 that everyone could enjoy
the gathering and feel
welcome.”

Mohamed Fazil Abdul Gaffoor

PRESIDENT, JMA UK

01 - PLAN

In-person committee meetings
ahead of the day

14

02 - PROMOTE

Digital campaign plus door-to-
door invitations

03 - DELIVER

volunteers

A full programme, run to time by

04 - REVIEW

Lessons taken into next year's
planning

NEXT: A PROJECT UPDATE FROM JAFFNA -
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PROJECT UPDATE 01 - JAFFNA

ankumban Masjid

alegacu.

Generations of memories, faith and belonging, and an appeal to rebuild it.

WHERE THE PROJECT STANDS

o o ® O

Groundwork Permissions Fundraising Reconstruction

Completed Approved with the mosque Happening now Begins once the target is reached
administration & Jamia Waqf Board

THE FUNDRAISING SO FAR Target LKR 40 million (4 crore)

G
LKR10m LKR 20m LKR 20m

DEPOSITED -1 CRORE PLEDGED - 2 CRORE STILL NEEDED - 2 CRORE

15 NEXT: HOW YOU CAN HELP -
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A HEARTFELT APPEAL

o 14719

PROJECT UPDATE

For the reconstruction ot
ManKumban Pallivasal, Jaffna

anKumban Pallivasal is
M more than just a mosque; it

is a place deeply cherished
by the people of Jaffna, carrying
generations of memories, faith,
unity and a profound sense of be-
longing. Its reconstruction is there-
fore a project close to the hearts of
the entire community.

We are pleased to announce that
the initial groundwork for this im-
portant project has been com-

AS IT STANDS TODAY

The estimated cost of the entire
project is LKR 40 million (4 crore).

Alhamdulillah, pledges amounting
to approximately LKR 20 million (2
crore) have already been received,
of which LKR 10 million (1 crore) has
been deposited into the bank ac-
count. We sincerely appreciate
everyone who has contributed and
pledged their support. Further con-
tributions are urgently needed to
reach our target and commence

pleted. The necessary permissions the reconstruction work.

and approvals have been obtained i L
JMA-UK (Jaffna Muslim Association

UK) is coordinating fundraising ef-
forts in the United Kingdom for this
noble project. We are grateful for
their commitment and dedication

in collaboration with the mosque
administration and the Jamia Waqf
Board. We are now progressing
with the fundraising phase in pre-
paration for the reconstruction . . o
in supporting this initiative along-

work. . . .
side their other charitable

activities. :
The mosque today: weathered domes and walls,

cracked pillars, the old well, and ageing roof sheets
inside.

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION & PAYMENT OPTIONS

We warmly appeal to all members of the Jaffna

community, well-wishers and generous donors to join Br. Shawjeer

Assistant Secretary

07977 474647

hands in making this important project a reality.

Every contribution, however small, will
make a meaningful difference.

Br. Rozaan
Treasurer

07450 216219

TOGETHER, LET US RESTORE A LEGACY

May Allah SWT accept every contribution, bless the wealth
of all donors, reward everyone involved in this noble
initiative and make this project a source of continuous Br. Kishor Raheem

Sadaqah Jariyah.

07791670854

Jazakumullahu Khairan.

16 NEXT: ONE LAPTOP, ONE FUTURE DOCTOR -
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PROJECT UPDATE 02 - EDUCATIONAL PROJECT

A future doctor from Jaffna is about to get

ohe laptop

closer.

@ NOW UNDERWAY

H E LP MAKE W e are pleased to announce that alhamdulillah

our latest project is now underway - provid-

A DI F F E ‘ E ing a laptop for a medical student starting university

o in Jaffna. The laptop is now getting ready for distri-
% bution, and this success could not have been
Save future lives by helping achieved without all your support.
sponsor a laptop for a
medical student of Jaffna e : §
descent, starting : ; Sawve future lives by helping a student who
university this year. Serving humanity, :
one life at a time will one day care for others.

Project 06

EDUCATIONAL PROJECT
JMA UK

The Laptop Appeal poster: Project 06, an educational project by JMA UK.

WHERE THE PROJECT STANDS

Appeal launched Your support Getting ready In the student’s hands

The Laptop Appeal, Project 06 Made possible by our community Preparing for distribution now Next, Insha Allah

Jazakumullahu Khairan to everyone who supported this project.

17 015/19 NEXT: AROUND THE TABLE -
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Behind every gathering of six hundred, there's a room like this, and a committee

arouncl the
table.

Two in-person committee meetings framed the Annual Family Gathering 2026: one to
prepare, one to look back.

IN-PERSON MEETING 2 - BEFORE THE GATHERING IN-PERSON MEETING 3 - AFTER THE GATHERING
The committee met in person in East Ham in the run-up to After the gathering, the committee met again in person in
the Annual Family Gathering 2026, with the gathering banner Luton to review the event and look ahead. More overleaf.

already on the wall.

18 NEXT: AFTER THE GATHERING -



IN-PERSON MEETING 3 - LUTON

Atter the gatherin

r g rl g' LUTON - AFTER THE GATHERING

baCk tO th/e table Committee members gathered in Luton to review feedback
from the Annual Family Gathering 2026.

e held a feedback meeting to review and reflect on 0negathermgd0ne theplannmgfor me next
W the annual gathering 2026. We discussed each . ’
one begins.

topic in detail, from campaigning to end-of-day
cleaning. It was a great opportunity in which we pointed out
what went well and what can be improved for next year, as
well as what wasn't as successful and why it was that way.
Alhamdulillah we were able to make a few changes and sug-
gestions that can be implemented moving forward and we
hope that you will be a part of this process in'shaallah.
During the meeting, we all praised and were extremely
grateful to all our volunteers, sponsors and supporters.

19 G e NEXT: A YOUTH SUCCESS STORY -
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Celebrating the young people of JMA UK. Welcome to the

youtihh comer.

Next stop:
Oxford.

C ongratulations to Talha Mohamed Sajeeth, who has se-

cured a place to study Medicine at the University of
Oxford.

Medicine is one of the most competitive courses in the UK, and
applicants can choose only four medical schools. Talha applied
to four, including Oxford, and after two interviews, Oxford
offered him a place.

He earned it in the exam hall too, with outstanding A-level

results.

\

gy

= Wy A*
Talha Mohamed Sajeeth CHEMISTRY BIOLOGY
MEDICINE - UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

THE ROAD TO OXFORD

A

Chose Medicine Applied to four Two interviews The offer
Set his sights on one of the UK'’s Four medical schools, including Through Oxford's interview A place to study Medicine at
toughest courses. Oxford. stage. Oxford.

Talha is the son of Abdul Salam Mohamed Sajeeth and Nismiya Sajeeth.
On behalf of IMA UK, we congratulate Talha and his family, and pray that
Allah grants him success in his studies and makes him a source of benefit
to our community.

20 NEXT: WORDS FROM A PAST PRESIDENT -
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Words from

FROM A PAST PRESIDENT

a past presicent.

Mohideen Shah-Jehan

PRESIDENT - APRIL 2004 - DECEMBER 2009

DURING HIS TERM
Opened JMA's charity bank account

Briefed 50+ UK charities on the Jaffna Muslim
situation

Raised funds for the 2004 tsunami
Supported Osmaniya College's reopening
Livelihoods for widows and displaced families

Burial ground and sports land in Puttalam
Thillaiyady

Began JMA's charity registration

21

Assalamu Alaykum Warahmatullah Wabarakatuhu

I had the privilege of running office from April 2004 to December 2009,
alhamdulillah.

During my time | opened a charity account with Lloyds bank in Camden Town,
London. Also | brought attention to more than 50 charities around the UK
about the Jaffna Muslim situation and built a relationship with other Sri
Lankan organisations. During my time, Sri Lanka's worst geographical crisis af-
fected millions. | was able to collect funds throughout the UK to help those af-
fected by the Tsunami of 2004.

For the reopening of Osmaniya College after the expulsion of Muslims, | initi-
ated with the members of JMA to help the students with the supply of books
and stationeries, as well as providing teachers a salary.

| also had the opportunity of helping the displaced, especially widows, to start
their self employment by supplying sewing machines and helping the men to
start their own businesses by giving them required equipments such as
bicycles.

To facilitate a burial ground in Puttalam Thillaiyady, we collected and bought
plots of lands from various parties with the help of a Jaffna Organisation from
Negombo/Puttalam.

To execute this, | collected funds from the communities of JMA living in the UK
and other places including Europe and Sri Lanka.

Alhamdulillah, we purchased the big land to facilitate the burial ground. We
have also organised a plot of the land for sports, such as football and cricket,
for the children and elders in the vicinity of Puttalam Thillaiyady, which | per-
sonally visited and inspected in August 2008.

| also began to get the required details about registering JMA as a Charity or-
ganisation with the Charity Commission of the United Kingdom, which was
completed after | left office.

In order to do so | got in contact with a professional from Leicester, who was
involved in the registration of charities, giving him full information on the JMA
objectives to help create a Constitution of JMA to be submitted to the Charity
Commission.

Alhamdulillah, JMA finally got the Charity Registration humber to be included
in all the official letter heads and other matters.

25 years of JMA is fast approaching and my wish to the current committee is
that they carry on the work that we began by preparing the next generation.

May Allah grant reward all those who support generously.

Jazakallah Khayran
Mohideen Shah-Jehan

LAST PAGE: THE HIDDEN-LETTER ANSWER -
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One community, across two nations. Stay

connected.

See you in the next issue, Insha Allah.

THE HIDDEN-LETTER HUNT - ANSWER

Turn the page upside down to check.

SHARE YOUR STORY

Have a story, a photo, a poem or an achievement for
the next issue? Send it to jmauk®@ymail.com and it
could appear here.

Jaffha Muslim Association
llili United Kingdom

Yy Registered Charity No. 1143032
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jaffnamuslimuk.org
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE




